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SUBJECT:

LATEST DESIGN CONFIGURATION:
GE TYPE AM CIRCUIT BREAKERS
AND MEDIUM VOLTAGE SWITCHGEAR

SPECIALTY BREAKER
PHILADELPHIA, PA

SERVICE ADVICE LETTER
TAB: 073 No. 352.1

The purpose of this Service Advice Letter (SAL) is to provide a brief description of the
significant design changes made to the following equipment:

All 5 kv, 7.2 kv, and 15 kv type AM circuit breakers manufactured
after 1962. This includes vertical lift breakers with ML-13 mechanisms
and horizontal draw-out breakers with ML-13A mechanisms.

All type M26 and M36 vertical lift switchgear and type (HDO)
horizontal draw-out switchgear.

This SAL is in response to numerous requests from valued customers for information
on changes, substitutions, improvements, or upgrades that have been made to the above
equipment and the impact these changes could have on the maintenance, operation,
and reliability of that equipment.

The attached table lists the subject matter, a brief description of the change, the
approximate date the change was implemented on production equipment, ordering
information, and the type equipment involved.

In some cases, a change was made because of field reported problems; and a SAL on
that subject was issued which is herein listed as a reference. Complete details are given
there.

In most cases, the table lists changes made for the purpose of improving operation,
assembly, or maintenance of the equipment. In some cases, the change was
unavoidable because some material, manufacturing process, or device was no longer
available for use due to regulatory reasons.

All of the listed items can be incorporated into existing equipment in the field. This list
will undoubtedly be updated with additions periodically. Those involved with the
maintenance and reliability of this equipment can evaluate each subject and consider its
applicability to their particular equipment.
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GE will assist any customer interested in determining if the original configuration
of their particular equipment included these latest designs, if the serial number or
equipment summary number is provided with the request for quotation, or the
order. In many cases, a check of the effective date listed in the table against the
date of manufacture stamped on the breaker nameplate will suffice for
determining applicability.

Ordering information is given in the table that follows. The quantity required is
per breaker or switchgear cubicle. Itis not the intention of this SAL to state that
all of the changes listed should be incorporated immediately, if they are not
presently included on the equipment. Our observation, however, has been that
customers value the judgment of factory experience with regard to the relative
benefits and/or need for urgency of these changes. Therefore, the following
recommendation index is (RI) given and the index numbers (1,2, or 3) correlate
to the number given in the second column of the table.

INDEX NO, RECOMMENDATION

1 Strongly Recommended - Incorporate at the next
scheduled maintenance.

2 Highly Recommended - Incorporate during next
overhaul.

3 Recommend incorporation only if experiencing
problems.

The instruction book reference numbers given in the table may suffice to illustrate
the parts involved or to identify the area within the equipment where the changes
were made.

Specialty Breaker - Philadelphia Plant continues to manufacture renewal parts for
all type AM breakers and switchgear equipment and has in stock many of the
frequently used items.

GE recommends the use of new parts from the original manufacturer to maintain
cquipment performance and system reliability.

Commercial customers contact: GE Support Services @ 1-800-727-8443. Or FAX
@ 1-800-329-8643.

Nuclear customers contact: GE Nuclear Energy @ 1-800-425-8108. Or FAX @
(408) 9254792
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